[ LGA corner ] —

Inside the ropes: August championships recap

BY CARR McCALLA

It’s been a busy month for the LGA! We began the month in St.
Francisville with our Senior Amateur Championship at The Bluffs
Country Club and Resort (formerly known as The Bluffs on
Thompson Creek). We then traveled to Monroe’s Bayou
DeSiard Country Club where we conducted our own
Mid-Amateur Championship in addition to the
Sectional Qualifier for the USGA Mid-Amateur;
and then finished up the month in Gonzales
with our growing LGA Net Amateur
Championship at Pelican Point. While you’ll
have to wait until next month’s Inside the
Ropes to learn the results from the Net Am,
we can tell you about the exciting finishes
to our Senior Am and Mid-Am.

Darell Benoit of Belle Chasse won his
first ever LGA Championship, taking the
Senior Amateur by two strokes over Brusly’s
Scott Haynie and Jim Adams of Baton Rouge.

Benoit, playing in the final group of the day, birdied
three of his final five holes, including a two putt birdie on the 18th
to secure the championship. His final round score of 71 gave him a
54-hole total of one-under par 215 over the extremely demanding
Bluffs course that, according to everyone that participated, was in
the best condition ever. Adams, the leader after 36 holes, shot 74
on Saturday, while Haynie finished with a two-under par 70.

Three time LGA Mid-Amateur
Champion, Tommy Brennan of Covington,
captured his fourth title (1995, 1996, 1997,
and 2005) by coming back from a two-shot
deficit on the final day to beat Bossier
City’s Robby McWilliams in the Mid-
Amateur at Bayou DeSiard Country Club.

Brennan and McWilliams, playing in
the final group, counterpunched each other
all day. Starting the day at five-under par
to McWilliams seven-under, Brennan shot
even par 36 on the front, but fell two more
shots back as McWilliams got off to a
strong start by shooting a two-under 34.
On the back nine, Brennan staged a strong
comeback as he carded birdies on 13, 15, and 16. After a
McWilliams bogey on the par-3 17th, they headed to number 18
tied at seven-under. Two pars led to a sudden death playoff, which
was halved with birdies on the first hole, McWilliams rolling in a
20 foot putt to extend the playoff after Brennan almost holed his
second shot. Brennan then made an 8-footer for another birdie on
the second playoff hole, before watching McWilliams’ putt skirt
the hole, to claim the championship. Additional congratulations are
in order for Brennan, who qualified for the USGA Mid-Amateur
Championship the next day, shooting a five-under par 67 on the
same Bayou DeSiard track. He bested 17 other competitors for the
one spot available. Mandeville’s Mark Fair will also be heading to
Chattanooga for the USGA Mid-Amateur, having qualified by
shooting 70 at Hattiesburg Country Club earlier in the month. The
USGA Mid-Amateur Championship will be conducted at The
Honors Course, a Pete Dye design consistently rated in Golf
Digest’s top 100 courses, from Sept. 10-15.
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Baton Rouge’s Gayle Sanchez will head to Rocky Face, Ga., in
mid-September to represent Louisiana in the USGA Senior
Amateur Championship. Sanchez shot 73 to take the only available
spot at the qualifier at Carter Plantation earlier this month. The
Farm Golf Club, just outside Dalton, Ga., will play host to this

championship Sept. 17-22.

DEADLINE FOR FOUR-BALL IS SEPT. 6
The University Club of Baton Rouge, which
was recently honored as one of the “Best
College Courses” in the nation by Golf
Digest, will host the 2005 LGA Four-Ball
Championship.
The entry fee for each two-man team is
$300 and includes a practice round and two
tournament rounds, as well as cart and range
fees for all three days. If you’ve not yet
signed up for this popular event, you don’t
have much time to get your entry in. Entries
must be received by Tues., Sept. 6 at 5 p.m. You
may enter online via the LGA website
(www.LGAgolf.org) or submit a hard copy to the LGA office. For
more information, please visit the LGA’s website or call the LGA
office.

LOUPE AND GALLOWAY TO REPRESENT LGA IN
INTERNATIONAL JUNIOR FOUR-BALL

The 2005 LGA Junior Amateur Champion, Andrew Loupe of
Baton Rouge, and 2004 Champion, Thomas Galloway of
Covington, will represent the LGA in the inaugural International
Junior Four-Ball Invitational in Savannah, Ga., the weekend of
August 26-28. The South Carolina Golf Association, who is con-
ducting this event, has extended invitations to each state and
provincial golf association in the U.S. and Canada to sponsor a
team. The LGA is excited to be able to send Loupe and Galloway
to represent our state in this prestigious event, which is sponsored
by the Westin Savannah Harbor Golf Resort and Spa. We look for-
ward to reporting on their experience in next month’s column.

USGA STATE TEAM FINALIZED

The LGA has announced that it will be sending Jeff Calloway
of Baker, Robby McWilliams of Bossier City, and Tommy Brennan
of Covington to represent Louisiana at the 2005 USGA State Team
Championship at Berkeley Hall, a beautiful facility just outside
Hilton Head Island in Bluffton, S.C. The three-man team will com-
pete against 51 other teams representing the 50 states, the District
of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. The competition will be at stroke
play over 54 holes (Sept. 27-29) with the best two of three scores
counting as the team score each day. Team selections are made
from a points list which is based upon finishes in LGA and USGA
events over the two years leading up to the bi-annual competition.
This event has grown tremendously over the last decade and com-
petition is fierce to make the team. Congratulations (and good
luck!) to Jeft, Robby, and Tommy.

HANDICAP SEMINARS
The USGA has created a licensing program for golf clubs that
requires a club that wishes to issue approved USGA Handicap
CONTINUED ON PAGE 29

SEPTEMBER 2005 « TEE TO GREEN





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


